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(54) Abstract Title 

Optimal search method of OS-CDMA signal composed of time multiplexed known symbols and unknown 
symbols 

(57) There Is disclosed an optimal search method of DS-CDMA signals consisted of time-multiplexed pilot 
symbols and control symbols capable of maximizing the performance of a receiver when the signal is 
searched or SNR is measured and apparatus thereof. Further, the present invention proposes a method of 
maximizing the performance of a searcher using basically both energy of the pilot symbol and the control 
symbol wherein coherent integral lengths for two regions are differentiated when the receiver searches the 
signals, and different weights are given to the two regions when a coherent correlation value is finally 
non-coherently added, and a method of effectively estimating SNR. 
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FIG. 1 
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FIG. 5 
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FIG. 6 
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2370725 

OPTIMAL SEARCH METHOD OF DS-CDMA SIGNAL COMPOSED OF TIME 



MULTIPLEXED PILOT SYMBOLS AND CONTROL SYMBOLS 



TECHNICAL FIELD 

5 The invention relates to an optimal search method of DS-CDMA signals consisted of time- 
multiplexed pilot symbols and control symbols capable of maximizing the performance 
of a receiver when the signal is searched or SNR is measured using direct sequence 
spread-spectrum signals consisting of time-multiplexed pilot symbol region and control 
symbol regions, and apparatus thereof. 

10 

Also, the present invention proposes a method of maximizing the performance of the 
searcher using basically both the energy of the pilot symbol and the control symbol 
wherein coherent integral lengths for two regions are differentiated when a receiver 
searches the above signals, and different weights are given to the two regions when a 
15 coherent correlation value is finally non-coherently added, and a method of effectively 
estimating SNR. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Next mobile communication system IMT-2000, being watched recently, can be 
classified into a satellite communication region and a terrestrial communication region. 
20 Fig. 1 illustrates an example of a wireless multi-connection technology in the terrestrial 
region of service systems according to IMT-2000, which shows a frame structure in an 
uplink DPCH (dedicated physical channel) of asynchronous W-CDMA scheme that has 
been now developed in 3 GPP (3rd generation partnership project). 

25 As shown in Fig. 1, the length of one (1) frame is 10 msec and is divided into 15 slots. 
One slot is 0.667 msec and corresponds to the 2560 chip length. 

DPCH is consisted of DPDCH (dedicated physical data channel) and DPCCH 
(dedicated physical control channel), as shown in Fig. 1. DPDCH in Fig. 1 is used to 

1 



7/16/07, EAST Version: 2.1. 0.14 



carry user's information bit 1 from an upper layer. The data transfer speed may be 
variable per frame. At this time, the minimal spreading factor is 4 and 256 at 
maximum. 

5 On the other hand, DPCCH is consisted of a pilot region 2 for allowing coherent 
demodulation when a mobile station signal is demodulated in the base station, and a 
control region 3 for carrying information on the data transfer rate for data (1) of 
DPDCH, that is, control information such as a power control bit, etc. 

10 In Fig. 1, the total number of DPCCH symbols transmitted during one slot is 10 
symbols, which does not change. In other words, the spreading factor of DPCCH is 
always 256. Of ten symbols, the number of symbols in the pilot region may range from 
at least 3 to up to 8 depending on the slot format defined by W-CDMA rule. The slot 
format is determined when an initial call is established between the base station and the 

15 mobile station; The slot format can be changed during communication such as when the 
mode is changed from a normal mode to a compressed mode or vice versa, etc. 

Table 1 below is a slot format of an uplink DPCCH that is defined in W-CDMA rule. 
In Table 1, slot formats to which A and B are attached are used for a compressed mode 
20 and remaining formats are used for a normal mode. 



2 
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Table 1 



Slot 
format 


Channel 
symbol 
transfer 

rate 
(Ksps) 


Spreadin 
g factor 
(SF) 


Number 

of 
symbol 
per frame 


Number 

of 
symbol 
per slot 


Number 
of pilot 
(known) 
symbols 


Number 
of pilot 

(un- 
known^ 
symbol 


Number 
of slot 
per frame 


0 


15 


256 


150 


10 


6 


4 


15 


OA 


15 


256 


150 


10 


5 


5 


10-14 


• OB 


15 


256 


150 


10 


. 4 


6 


8-9 


1 


15 


256 


150 


10 


8 


. 2 


8-15 


2 


15 


256 


150 


10 


5 


5 


15 


2A 


15 


256 


150 


10 


4 


6 


10-14 


2B 


15 


256 


150 


10 


3 


7 


8-9 


3 


15 


256 


150 


10 


7 


3 


8-15 


4 


15 


256 


150 


10 


6 


4 


8-15 


5 


15 


256 


150 


10 


5 


5 


15 


5A 


15 


256 


150 


10 


4 


6 


10-14 


5B 


15 


256 


150 


10 


3 


7 


8-9 



In Fig. 1, the pilot symbol 2 of DPCCH is masked by a pilot pattern in order to confirm 
5 frame synchronization. As the W-CDMA rule defines the pilot pattern depending on 
the number of the pilot symbol per slot, the pilot symbol is a known symbol to a 
receiver. On the other hand, as the control symbol 2 is randomly varied per slot or per 
frame, it is an unknown symbol until it is demodulated from a receiver's position. 

10 DPDCH and DPCCH are firstly spread by an orthogonal code that the chip transfer 
speed is 3.84 Mcps, as shown in Fig. 2. 

In Fig. 2, Cd (4A) and Cc (4B) each are orthogonal codes for separating DPDCH and 
DPCCH. After being spread into orthogonal codes, they are multiplied by a gain by 0d 

3 
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and pc, as in the block 5. Then, as in the block 6, they are complex-scrambled by a 
complex pseudo noise code of 3.84 Mcps. 

The complex pseudo noise code is used to separate a plurality of mobile stations. A 
5 real number part and an imaginary number part of a demodulated scrambled signal each 
passes through a pulse shaping filter, as in the blocks 7A and 7B, and is then modulated 
8. Then, they are amplified and then transmitted via an antenna. 

After a call is established, the base station must continuously search multi-path 
10 components of a signal received from the mobile station using the DPCCH in Fig. I, in 
order to allocate fingers. As the path of the received signal on a wireless channel 
continuously changes depending on the mobile station and surrounding environments, 
the receiver must continuously search multi-paths to allocate fingers in order for the call 
not to be disconnected. 

15 

In addition to the above-mentioned multi-path search, the base station must use DPCCH 
even when making a handover search for the mobile station that tries to make a 
handover from neighboring base station to the base station. 

20 As in the example mentioned above, the structure of a receiver, which has been known 
to search receiving signals or measure the intensity of the signals using a direct 
sequence spread spectrum signal (DPCCH in the above example) in which the pilot 
symbol and the control symbol are time-multiplexed, employs both the energy of the 
pilot symbol region and the control symbol region. However, this structure makes same 

25 the coherent integral length of two regions and simply non-coherently adds the 
coherently integrated value without discriminating the pilot symbol region and the 
control symbol region. As this conventional receiver structure is not an optimal 
receiver, there is a problem that the performance of the receiver, is significantly 
degraded at low signal to noise ratio. 



4 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is contrived to solve the above-mentioned problems and an object 
of the present , invention is to provide a method and an apparatus maximizing the 
performance of a receiver when searching a signal or measuring SNR using a direct 
5 sequence spread spectrum signal composed of time-multiplexed pilot symbol region 
and control symbol region. 

In order to accomplish the above object, an apparatus for optimally searching DS-CDMA 
signals consisted of time-multiplexed pilot symbols and control symbols according to the 

10 present invention is characterized in that it comprises a searcher including at least 
correlators having the same structures, the correlators maintaining the M number below 
the size of a search window to be searched; a sector and antenna selector for selecting a 
receiving signal of sectors and antennas that is to be searched by the searcher; a 
decimator for decimating the receiving signal of the selected sector and antenna -and 

1 5 for transferring data to the searcher so that a partial search window of a M/2 chip can be 
searched at a time if the size of a search step of 1/2 chip; and a decision device for 
performing one of the function of performing a multi-path search using both the energy 
of the pilot symbol and the control symbol, wherein coherent integral lengths for two 
regions are differentiated and wherein the two regions are given with different weights 

20 when a coherent correlating value is finally non-coherently added to produce 
accumulated values or the function of performing a handover search, and the function 
of detecting the intensity of a signal 

Further, the searcher includes a despreader for performing a complex dispreading 
25 operation by the length of symbols (256 chip) using code phase for M number of 
hypothesis; a decimator for decimating the despreading signals in the despreader by 256 
chip unit and for selecting a transfer path whether the region of the decimated signal is 
the pilot symbol region or the control symbol region; a coherent accumulator for 
receiving signals that are determined to be the pilot symbol region in the decimator and 
30 for performing symbol by symbol coherent accumulation operation; a square combiner 
for receiving outputs of the coherent accumulator or signal that are determined to be the 
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control signal region in the decimator and for square-summing the real part and the 
imaginary part; a multiplier for receiving an output of the square combiner to perform a 
multiplication operation by which the output is bypassed if a current value belongs to 
the control symbol region and a weight value is given to the output if a current symbol 
5 belongs to the pilot symbol region; and a non-coherent accumulator for accumulating 
values received from the multiplier or the square combiner depending on various slot 
lengths controlled by a controller and for transferring the accumulated values to the 
decision device. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

10 The aforementioned aspects and other features of the present invention will be 
explained in the following description, taken in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a frame structure of an uplink DPCH of an asynchronous W-CDMA 
scheme; 

15 . Fig. 2 is a schematic diagram of an asynchronous W-CDMA mobile station 
transmitter; 

Fig. 3 is a base station receiver structure according to the present invention; 
Fig. 4 is a structure of a multi-path/handover searcher according to the present 
invention; 

20 Fig. 5 is a search method by a multi-path searcher in a base station including 

multi-sectors according to the present invention; and 

Fig. 6 is , a graph illustrating a false alarm versus a detection probability 
comparing the present invention with prior art methods. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

25 The present invention will be described in detail by way of a preferred embodiment 
with reference to accompanying drawings. 
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Fig. 3 illustrates one embodiment of a base station receiver structure which includes a 
multi-path searcher or a handover searcher using a method according to the present 
invention, manages a plurality of sectors and has two receiving antennas per sector. 



5 In Fig. 3, a signal received via antennas 10A, 10A', ION and ION* in a base station is 
down-converted in a RF processing and AD converting blocks 11 A, 11 A', UN and 
1 IN', match-filtered in a pulse matching filter and is then A/D converted. The A/D 
converted signal has 4 or 8 sample values per chip. 

10 Thereafter, a receiving signal control block 12 functions to distribute signals received 
from N number of sectors into a demodulating block 20 indicated by a reference 
numeral 20 within the base station. Though only one demodulating block 20 is shown 
in the receiving terminal of the base station, there may be practically a lot of 
demodulating blocks. 

15 

The demodulating block 20 includes a plurality of fingers 15A and 15L, a combiner 17 
and a multi-path/handover searcher 1 6. Each of the three components is controlled by a 
controller 18. 

20 The functions of the multi-path/handover searcher 16 are two: one is to continuously 
search multi-paths by establishing a given search window for a signal received from 
one or two sectors and another is to search a signal received from the mobile station 
which tries to make soft or hard handover from a neighboring base station to the current 
base station. 

25 

Fig. 4 illustrates one embodiment of a searcher according to the present invention. 

The searcher according to the embodiment of Fig. . 4 consists of M number of active 
correlators 23A to 23M. Each of the M number of correlators has the same structure. 
30 At this time, the parameter M may be the same as or greater than 1 and may be same as 
or below the search window size for which the searcher tries to search. 
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3 



The M number of active correlators 23 A and 23M may be implemented in the form of a 
code matching filter for which the size of a tap is M, which is covered by the present 
invention. The searcher in Fig. 4 is a searcher capable of searching a partial search 
5 window of M/2 chip at a time assuming that the size of the search step is a 1/2 chip. 

Also, a sector and antenna selector 21, which is controlled by the controller, selects a 
sector that will be searched by the searcher and the signal received by the antenna. In 
Fig. 4, an arrow indicated by a bold line indicates that a complex value is passed and an 
10 arrow indicated by a solid line indicates that a real number part is passed. 

Each of M number of despreaders 22 performs a complex despreading operation by 
symbols (256 chip) length, using code phases for M number of hypotheses. Each of I 
channel component and Q channel component of the compressed signal is decimated 
1 5 for every 256 chip in the decimator 25 . 

If the region of current despreading signal is the pilot symbol region, the output of the 
decimator 25 is inputted to the coherent accumulator 26. On the other hand, if the 
region of current despreading signal is the control symbol region, the output of the 
20 decimator 25 bypasses the coherent accumulator 26. 

The reason the length of the coherent integration in the region of the control symbol 
could be not larger than the 256 chips is that it does not know the value of the control 
symbol until the control symbol is demodulated on the receiver's side. As in the 
25 example of Fig. 1, in case that the pilot symbol of the received signal is masked by the 
pilot pattern, a pilot pattern remover is inserted within (or in front of) the coherent 
integrator. (The pilot pattern remover is not shown in Fig. 4) 

A square combiner 27 functions to square the complex output of the coherent 
30 accumulator 26 or the complex output of the decimator 25 and to then combine the 
squared real and imaginary values. Then, the output of the square combiner 27 is 

8 
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inputted to the multiplier 28. If the current square combiner output corresponds to the 
control symbol region (the control symbol region, 3), it bypasses the multiplier 28 and 
enters the non-coherent accumulator. On the other hand, if the current square combiner 
output corresponds to the pilot symbol region (the pilot symbol region, 2), it enters the 
5 multiplier 28. 

The multiplier 28 stores weight values corresponding to each of the slot formats defined 
in Table 1. The multiplier 28 also functions to multiply the weight value corresponding 
to the slot format of the transmit signal to the output of the square combiner. This will 
10 be explained in detail below. 

The non-coherent accumulator 29 accumulates values received from the multiplier 28 
or the square combiner 27 over several slot lengths. At this time, the accumulated slot 
length is controlled by the controller. Thus accumulated value is inputted to the 
15 decision device 30. The decision device 30 may be a block for performing a multi-path 
search, a block for performing a handover search or a block for detecting the intensity 
of signal. 

The structure of the receiver described above will be below explained in detail by 
20 reference to the example in Table 1 . 

First, considering the slot format OB in Table 1. In this case, the number of the pilot 
symbol per slot is 4 symbols and the number of the control symbol is 6 symbols. 

25 In this case, the maximum coherent integration length for the pilot symbol region (pilot 
region) may be 4 symbols periods. If the integration length of the non-coherent 
accumulator 29 is 10 symbols(=l slot period), the final decision variable for the m-th 
correlator (1 <m <M) can be expressed as the following Equation 1. 

[Equation 1] 
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The front part in Equation 1 indicates a value in which the real part and the imaginary 
part each are coherently accumulated during 4 symbols period for the pilot symbol (or 
know symbol) region and are then combined by square. On the other hand, the latter 
5 part in Equation 1 indicates a value in which the real part and the imaginary part each 
are coherently accumulated during 1 symbol period (256 chips) for the control symbol 
(or unknown symbol) region, combined by square and then non-coherently added 
during 6 symbol periods. 

10 Also, X m indicates a weight value for the slot format OB. The receiver of the present 
invention stores the weight value. 

If the integration period of the non-coherent accumulator 29 according to the present 
invention is more than 10 symbols (=1 slot), the procedure given by the above Equation 
15 1 is repeatedly accumulated. Though a weight value' is added to a portion 
corresponding "to the pilot region in the explanation of Equation 1 and Fig. 4, a method 
of giving a weight value to the control region may be considered. This method is also 
covered by the present invention. 

20 "in an ideal channel environment, as the coherent integration period of the coherent 
accumulator 26 for the pilot region is greater, the performance of the receiver becomes 
better. In a wireless channel environment, however, if the Doppler frequency is great 
depending on the speed of the mobile station, when the coherent integration period of 
the coherent accumulator 26 for the pilot region is larger than the coherent period of the 

25 channel, there may be caused a problem that the performance of the receiver is 
degraded. 

In this case, the present invention proposes a method by which the coherent integration 
period is divided into two or more than. For example, considering the slot format 1 in 
30 Table. In this case, the number of the pilot symbol per slot is 8. The final decision 
variable for this can be expressed as the following Equation 2. 

10 
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[Equation 2] 



10 



15 



z im) = 



JO , 



In Equation 2, former two parts indicate integral values for the pilot region and the 
latter part corresponds to an integral value for the control symbol region. In the second 
example of the present invention, assuming that the coherent period of the channel is 4 
symbols region, the pilot region of 8 symbols is divided into two regions, which is then 
multiplied by the same weight values. X 0) is a weight value for the slot format 1 in 
Table 1 which is stored in the receiver of the present invention. If the integration 
period of the non-coherent accumulator 29 of the present invention is more than 10 
symbols (=1 slot), the procedure given in Equation 2 is repeatedly performed. 

If the pilot symbol region is an odd number and is greater than the coherent integral 
period of the channel, as in the slot format 3 of Table 1, the pilot region can be 
expressed as follows, 

[Equation 3] 



Z im) 



In Equation 3, former two parts indicate integral values for the pilot region and the 
latter part corresponds to an integral value of the control symbol region. In the third 
example of the present invention, assuming that the coherent period of the channel is 4 
symbols region, the pilot region of 7 symbols is divided into two regions, which is then 
20 multiplied by different weight values. X, (3) and X 2 (3} are weight values for the slot format 
3 in Table 1 which is stored in the receiver of the present invention. 

As in Equation 3, the reason different weight values are multiplied is that the coherent 
integral lengths of the two regions are differentiated. If the integration period of the 
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non-coherent accumulator 29 is more than 10 symbols (=1 slot), the procedure given in 
Equation 3 is repeatedly performed. 

To sum up the above examples 1, 2 and 3, it can be expressed into the following Table 

5 2. . 



□Table 2D 



Slot format 
#1 


Number of pilot 
symbols 


First coherent 
integral length 
(symbol) 


Second 
coherent 
integral length 
(symbol) 


Weighting 
factor 


0 


6 


3 


3 




OA 


5 


5 


0 




OB 


4 


4 


0 




1 


8 


4 


4 


— J™ — 


2 


5 


5 


0 




2A 


4 


4 


0 





A 



1 0 In the receiver of the present invention, as in Table 2, the integral length and the weight 
vector of each of the slot formats are stored. When a call is established, a value 
corresponding to the format is used. 

In case that the multi-path searcher of the present invention is used in the base station 
15 receiver including more than two sectors, if the number of an active sector of the up 
link communicating with the mobile station is 1, the multi-path searcher searches 
neighboring non-active sectors as well as a current active sector in a time division 
multiplexing (TDM) scheme. 

20 Fig. 5 illustrates an exemplary 6 sector base station. If the number of an active sector is 
one (31), the base station searcher of the present invention searches three non-active 
sectors including neighboring two non-active sectors as well as a current active sector 

12 
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in a time division multiplexing (TDM) scheme (32). And if the number of an active 
sector is two (33), the base station searcher of the present invention searches 2 active 
sectors in a time division multiplexing (TDM) scheme (34). 

The most significant advantage of the direct sequence CDMA system is that the 
performance of the receiver can be maximized due to the path diversity effect that is 
caused since various multi-path components are rake-combined. The multi-path, 
however, is not fixed but is continuously varied on the time axis depending on the speed 
of the mobile station. 

The multi-path searcher continues to search multi-paths by establishing a certain search 
window under this time-varying channel situation and passes over information on each 
of the channels to the controller. Information on the multi-paths includes information 
on the signal intensity of each of the paths (or SNR) as well as delay information on 
each of the paths. 

In the multi-path searcher of the present invention, a method of estimating SNR in a 
certain path uses outputs from the M number of non-coherent accumulators 29 in a 
parallel correlator, wherein the ratio between the accumulated output in a selected path 
and averaged accumulated output of remaining paths is used. 

A decision device 30 in the multi-path searcher of the present invention sequentially 
selects L number of significant outputs from the M number of the non-coherent 
accumulator outputs in the order of their strengths. 

The multi-path searcher estimates [Es/Io] value for each of the selected L number of 
paths and passes over the results to the controller. 

At this time, Es means the energy per symbol of the received signal and Io means the 
density of the total noise power. Of the L number of paths, assuming that the [Es/Io] 

13 
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value of the i-th path is set to [Es/Io]lj, the [Es/Io]lj value can be expressed into the 
following Equation 4. 

[Equation 4] 



5 In Equation 4, N c i represents the first coherent integration length in the symbol unit 
shown in Table 2 and X] represent the weight factor for the first coherent integration 
region. Also, N C 2 represents the second coherent integration length of the symbol unit 
shown in Table 2 and X 2 represent the weight factor for the second coherent integration 
region. In case that the second coherent integration length is 0, [Es/Io]lj of the lj-th 
1 0 path can be expressed into the following Equation 5. 

[EQUATION 5] 



In Equations 4 and 5, T (1i) is the output from the non-coherent accumulator 19 for the 
path lj divided by the average of outputs from the non-coherent accumulators 19 for the 
15 M-L number of paths except for the selected L number of paths, which can be 
expressed into the following Equation 6. 

[EQUATION 6] 



•</,) - 



u f \ 
1 V 7 (m) 
M-L L* ** 
m = \ 



A method of measuring SNR of the multi-path searcher of the present invention is 
20 based on the Equations 6 and 4 or Equation 5. 



14 
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As can be seen from Fig. 6, there is shown a graph illustrating a false alarm versus a 
detection probability when the conventional method and the present method are applied 
to the multi-path searcher. The drawing takes an example when five symbols of ten 
symbols are the pilot symbol and the remaining portions are the control symbol. In case 
5 of the present method, the coherent integration length of the pilot region was set to 5 
symbols period and an optimal weight value factor was used in the simulation for 
performance analysis. From the drawing, it can be seen that the method of the present 
invention has a good performance in view of the detection probability of the signal 
compared to the conventional method. 

10 

As mentioned above, the present invention employs both the pilot region and control 
region when searching a direct sequence spread-spectrum signal in which a pilot 
symbol region and a control symbol region are consisted in a time division multiplexing 
(TDM) scheme or measuring the SNR of the signal, wherein two portions are given with 
15 different weight values when the correlating value for the two regions of the present 
invention is non-coherently added. Therefore, the present invention can maximize the 
performance of the receiver. 

Also, according to the present invention, there is proposed a method of differently 
20 setting the weight values for the slot formats. Thus, it can maximize the performance of 
the receiver for each of the slot formats.' 

The present invention has been described with reference to a particular embodiment in 
connection with a particular application. Those having ordinary skill in the ait and 
25 access to the teachings of the present invention will recognize additional modifications 
and applications within the scope thereof. 

It is therefore intended by the appended claims to cover any and all such applications, 
modifications, and embodiments within the scope of the present invention. 



15 



7/16/07, EAST Version: 2.1.0.14 



CLAIMS 



1. An apparatus for optimally searching DS-CDMA signals consisted of time- 
multiplexed known pilot symbols and unknown control symbols, comprising: 
5 a searcher including at least correlators having the same structures, said 

correlators maintaining the M number below the size of a search window to be 
searched; 

a sector and antenna selector for selecting a sector and antenna from 
sectors and antennas that is to be searched by said searcher; 
10 a decimator for decimating the receiving signal from the selected sector 

and antenna and for transferring data to said searcher so that a partial search window of 
a M/2 chip can be searched at a time if the size of a search step of 1/2 chip; and 

a decision device for performing one of the function of performing 
. multipath search or the function of detecting the intensity of a signal, wherein both the 
15 energy of the pilot symbol and the control symbol are used, wherein coherent 
integration lengths for two regions are differentiated and wherein the two regions are 
given with different weights when the coherent correlating values are finally non- 
coherently combined to produce an accumulated decision value 

20 2. The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein said searcher further includes: 

a despreader for performing a complex dispreading operation by the 
length of symbols (256 chip) using code phase for M number of hypothesis; 

a decimator for decimating the despreaded signals in said despreader by 
256 chip unit and for selecting a transfer path whether the region of the decimated 
25 signal is the pilot symbol region or the control symbol region; 

a coherent accumulator for receiving signals that are determined to be 
the pilot symbol region in said decimator and for performing a symbol by symbol 
coherent accumulation operation; 

a square combiner for receiving outputs of said coherent accumulator or 
30 signal that are determined to be the control signal region in said decimator and for 
square- summing the real part and the imaginary part; 
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a multiplier for receiving an output of said square combiner to perform a 
multiplication operation by which the output is bypassed if a current value belongs to 
the control symbol region and. a weight value is given to the output if current symbol 
belongs to the pilot symbol region; and 
5 a non-coherent accumulator for accumulating values received from said 

multiplier or said square combiner depending on various slot lengths controlled by a 
; controller and for transferring the accumulated values to said decision device. 

3. A method of optimally searching a signal in which a pilot symbol region and a 
10 control symbol region are consisted in a time multiplexing scheme and which is 

experienced by direct sequence spread-spectrum using pseudo noise code, comprising: 
a first step of using both the energy of the pilot symbol region and the 

control symbol region of a received signal, wherein coherent integration periods for two 

regions are differentiated; and 
15 when coherently correlating values for the pilot symbol region and the 

control symbol region of the received signal are finally non-coherently combined, 

a second step of giving different weights values to said two parts, as in 
the above Equation. 

20 4. The method according to claim 3, wherein said first step further includes: 

a first step of dividing a coherent integral period of the pilot symbol 
region into more than two periods when the pilot symbol region of the received signal is 
larger than the coherent period of the channel; 

when the coherent integral value for the pilot symbol region divided into 
25 more than two periods in said first sub-step is finally non-coherently added, 



Z<'"> , 



x4 3 > 
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a second sub-step of giving a weight value of each of the portions 
wherein former two parts are integral values for the pilot symbol region and the latter 
part is an integral value for the control symbol region, as in the above Equation. 

5 5. The method according to claim 3, wherein said second step further includes: 

a first step of storing a weight value for each of previously set slot 

formats in the receiver, and 

a second step of using corresponding coherent integral length and weight 

value when a slot format per frame is changed. 

10 

6. The method according to claim 3, wherein in case that the multi-path searcher is 
used in a base station receiver including more than two sectors, if the number of active 
sectors of uplink for the mobile station is 1, neighboring non-active sectors as well as a 
current active sector are searched in time division scheme. 

15 

7. The method according to claim 3, wherein in case that the multi-path searcher is 
used in a base station receiver including more than two sectors, if the number of active 
sectors of uplink for the said mobile station is 2, the two active sectors are searched in 
a time division multiplexing scheme. 

20 

8. The method according to claim 3, further including a third step of calculating a 
signal to noise ratio (SNR) for a path by the multi-path searcher using outputs from the 
M number of non-coherent accumulators wherein the ratio of the output of selected path 
and the average of the outputs of remaining paths are used. 

25- 

9. The method according to claim 8, wherein said third step further includes: 

a first step of sequentially selecting the L number of significant outputs 
from the M outputs of non-coherent combiners in the order of their strength; 

for a path of the L number of paths selected through said first step, 
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I 



Z (/ '> 
A/ , 

M -L L * 
m = l 



a second step of obtaining the mean ratio of the outputs of the non- 
coherent accumulators for the M-L number of remaining paths; and 

a third step of substituting the ratio obtained through said second step 
5 below Equation to produce the results, 



or 
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